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1
Introduction
BoneInfo, an Internet-based reference system for archaeozoological information, can be downloaded as an mdb file from www.archeologieinnederland.nl. It is an extract from the Access database with a search screen.

We provide a 32-bit version and a 64-bit version of the mdb file. This latter version can be used when you have a 64-bit version of Microsoft Office or Acces. If you are not sure which version you have, the 32-bit version will usually be the best choice. When error messages occur, try the 64-bit version.
If you don’t have MS Access installed on your computer, you can download a runtime version that works with BoneInfo (Microsoft Access 2010) here:

https://www.microsoft.com/nl-nl/download/details.aspx?id=10910

The system requirements and installation instructions are also available on that page.

If you don’t have Excel on your computer, you will receive a warning when opening the database. You can simply close this message but be aware that the database’s Excel output cannot be displayed.
There follows below a brief description of how to search with BoneInfo.
2
Information type
BoneInfo contains descriptions of thousands of sites (clusters) that have been subjected to archaeological investigation, plus references to the literature containing data on those sites. The following information is given for each cluster:

· when the zoological material was found, and by whom

· coordinates, place name, municipality and province

· the nature of the complex and its dating

· information on the bone material:

· who conducted the investigation

· how much material the complex contains

· the investigation method (was the material sieved, weighed?)

· a list of the animals found

· a list of publications in which the information can be found.

All this data can be looked up. 
3
Searching
You can search with one or more search terms. If you use more than one term, the database will look for clusters in which they all occur (AND operator). You can enter text in all search fields, even those containing a pull-down menu.  You can use wildcards (?,*)
 to search in all non-numeric fields. In fields outlined in green, the wildcard * is automatically applied. The search fields are not case sensitive.

The pull-down menus are generated based on the input. Some names or terms relating to the same individual, institute, etc. have a slightly different spelling. For example, the author name could be R. Lauwerier or R.C.G.M. Lauwerier, although they refer to the same person. To find both results as output, use the wildcard: *Lauwerier. If you place an asterisk (*) after Lauwerier (*Lauwerier*), you will also find publications for which R. Lauwerier is co-author. This may also be relevant for a species search. For example, if you want to find all kinds of Cervus, search for: Cervus*.
If you are looking for a specific period and enter a start and an end period, you will find all clusters from intervening periods. If you only give a start or end period, the database will find anything before or after that period.
If you wish to see your search criteria at a glance, double click ‘Cluster No’ and all the search criteria will appear in a separate screen. If you want to delete all search criteria at once, click ‘Clear criteria’ at the bottom right.

The information given here is summarized if you click the question mark next to the ‘Cluster No’ search box.
4
Finding
The different ways you can generate output can be found in a blue frame at bottom right. Check one of the options and then click ’Find’.
Detail screen: The second tab is displayed with all the information on the first cluster that meets your search criteria. At the bottom of the page you can see the number of clusters meeting your search criteria. Use the arrows to browse through the search results. Click on the 'translate' button to translate the Dutch text in the description field into English.

Summary screen: A second screen shows an overview, in rows and columns, of all the cluster information for the clusters that meet your search criteria. If you click on ‘detail’ in the first column, the detailed information for the cluster (including publications and species) will appear in the second BoneInfo tab. 
Detail print example: A new screen displays a print preview of the clusters (in detail) that meet your search criteria.
Summary print example: This shows the same screen as the 'Summary screen’, but in print preview.
Summary to .XLS: The data from the 'Summary screen’ opens in Excel and can be stored as an Excel file. 

� Use * if you are not sure about part of the search term; use ? if you are not sure about a letter/number or sign.





